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Tragedy of Vote Raj

The voting pattern and Vote Bank poli-
tics may be said to become a pernicious
evil, For the country and the people. Now-
a-days this or that vote take place at
scheduled time covering the whole year.
From Panchayat to Municipality, Assem-
bly, Parliament alongwith other elections
of co-operatives, schools, almost every
year or twice in a year, we've elections with
all its paraphernelia, viz. exercise of
money power, bomb power, threat power,
duping power, campaign power, fiimstar
power,

Mahatma Gandhi dreamt of a
Panchayat Raj, a political system based
on people’s participation from the lowest
level Gram Sabha to Parliament. The in-
dian Constitution, later different Commis-
sions and Supreme court adopted,
passed laws-verdicts to protect citizens’
rights and curb interventions of the Ex-
ecutive and political machinary, The Elec-
tion Commission also adopted new rules
for the exercise of constitutional rights of
the citizens. But in reality, infringement of
civiland democratic rights have been ram-
pant. Not only during Emergency {1975-
77}, during aill the times under all the
regimes.

The term criminalisation of politics was
in vogue in early 1970's. Since then,
muscle power and money power have
been increasingly operative in politics,
moreso in electoral politics. No political
party, political leader could claim to be free
from this menace. Notwithstanding the use
of caste community-sectorial sentiment,
three M-s — Money, Muscle power, Media
manipulation tend to dominate the elec-
toral battle. Yes, its no more electoral poli-
tics, its a battle of how one could win over

the votes by money, muscle, wine, manu-
factured news.

The days of Gandhian value-based
politics are gone. The electoral politics has
been criminalised and lumpenized. Firstly,
holding of elections in every year post-
pone development works, keep the admin-
istration at bay, comatose the peaple.
Second caveate, doping of people by
leaders and parties by absurd promises
and ‘Aache Din’ somnambulism limit the
space of dissent and realisable agenda.
Aam admi are induced to believe in ab-

- surd drama of the professional politicians.

Our recent experiences with big bang poli-
tics of new rulers and hackenyed politics
of old rulers reveal the absurdity of any
probable healthy politics in future India.
The voting right and the voters have been
victimised. Any agenda of new politics is
nowhere visible. The citizens are obliged
to act according to the whims and machi-
nations of political leaders, media and cor-
porate magnets. ln such context, democ-
racy, election, co-existence of differing
opinion tend to disappear. How o revive
democratic norms, free choice and
dissent?

The Gandhians have failed to rise to
the occasion. The left - both democratic
and Marxist never look beyond their bay-
window of vote catching. Political violence
and criminalisation both remain the flag-
ship of vote politics. The tragedy being
the fundamental right to vote freely with
conscience has become a sacrificiai beast.
The Human Rights groups, civil society
and media could be the pathfinder. How
far, when they come up, only coming days
would see.
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Gandhiji on CSP Draft Programme

BENARES, August 2, 1934
Dear Narendra Deva,
| was thankful for the two hearty meet-
ings with the socialist friend(s) during the
all too few days | have been with you and
enjoyed your hospitality. | promised to
study your draft programme and let you
have my criticism on it. | cannot say |
have studied it as carefully as 1" would
have liked to. The following therefore is
meant as a cursory criticism by no means
exhaustive. 1 think that it is wrong to call
the party ‘Congress Socialist Party’ un-
less you apply for permission to make it
part of the Congress organization. But it
would be quite proper to call it ‘Afi-India
Socialist Party of Congressmen’. | am
sure you realize the significance of the
distinction. | miss in your draft constitu-
tion acceptance of the Congress objec-
tive of attainment of purna swaraj by le-
gitimate and peaceful means. If it is an
intentional omission | can understand it.
For your object seems to be far different
from that of the Congress. You perhaps
claim that it is far ahead of the object of
the Congress. Even so you cannot then
call yourself a Congress party.

The object of the Congress is to form

an independent State. What that State
will be we can but dimly guess. Some of
its features we have already determined.
Experience teaches us daily new things
to add. But your enunciation of the so-
cialist object frightens me. The implica-

tions of all the three principles are too
vast for my comprehension. They make
an intoxicating programme, | fear ali in-
toxicants.

| now {ake by way of iflustration what
appear to me to be objectionable items
in your programme. ltems 7 and 8 are
contrary to the present policy of the Con-
gress. Though I have all my life identified
myseif with the masses and renounced
possession of private property, | do not
contemplate redistribution of land and
peasants. | am at reformaton of the
princes and the fandlords. It is possibie,
without a violent redistribution of land, to
secure for tenants rights which virtually
amount to ownership. | like item 11,
which 7 and 8 and some other seem to
me to contradict. To everyone "accord-
ing to his needs" should be, in my opin-
ion, a perfect formula if you can find place
for “just” before “needs”. That alone
sums up all you can wish for the most
helpless and forlorn among the millions
of our...... Your fifth method, as } conceive
it, is a negation of nonviolence. | fail to
find any justification for refusal to enter
at any stage into negotiations on the con-
stitutional issue with the British Govern-
ment. The Congress did not adopt that
policy even in the heyday of non-co-op-
eration. | am sure this is a hasty interpo-
lation. Your “general strikes of workers
and peasants” without any qualification
is too dangerous for a sober, non-violent
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programme. Your immediate demands
are attractive with the exception of a few
items. But | find nothing in your methods
to show that you have any hope of im-
mediate attainment.

i draw your attention to glaring omis-
sions :

Removal of untouchability.

Communal unity.

Khaddar as symbol of identity with the
masses and immediate occupation tilt a
better is found for the millions who are
unemployed for six or four months in the
year. Total prohibition of intoxicating drugs
and drinks.

I plead for a drastic revision of the

whole constitution. We are both labouring
under a heavy handicap in that
Jawaharial, who has given us the man-

{ra of socialism, is not in our midst, and |
consider him to be the natural wearer of
the Congress crown of thorns when | and
other elderly men and women have been
permitted to take well deserved rest. |

feel sure that if he was in our midst, he

would have hastened slowly. | suggest
your presenting the country with practi-
cal socialism in keeping with Indian con-
ditions instead of scientific socialism in
your programme has been called. | am
gladthat the programme you have given
me is but draft though prepared by an
influential committee appointed for the
purpose. It would be wise, if when you
settle your pregramme finally, you will
asscciate with you men who have so-
cialist leanings and have experience of
actual conditions.
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This is Absurd, Mr Prime Minister!
Rajindar Sachar

An unimaginable crisis is gripping
our country. Only a straightforward
clear declaration by the Prime Minister
can clear it. | am referring to the adver-
tisement issued by Govermment of
India’s | & B Ministry on Republic Day
carrying in the background a water-
mark of the Preamble to the Constitu-
tion. But a devious interloping was
done by publishing the Preamble as it
was in 1950, thus deliberately omitting
the words “Socialist” and “Secular”
from the Preamble which are in the
existing Preambie since 1979. This in-
terpolation clearly shows that the BJP
Ministers are trying to flaunt their status
of being corporate-friendly and stooges
of the RSS boss. | have no problem
with how the Ministers present them-
selves. But the Indian Government
would be guilty of a serious constitu-
tional lapse and cannot be allowed to
continue if be its word of action it con-
ceals the mandate of the present Pre-
amble containing Secularism and So-
cialism. In that context the Union Gov-
ernment would be an interloper be-
cause the Supreme Court has clearly
held that the “Preamble is the key to
the Constitution” and therefore the ob-
jectives of “Socialism™ and “Secular-
ism" ‘must govern any programme and
policy of the Government of India.

The perverted suggestion that “So-

cialism" and “Secularism’ were not in
the original Preamble and were incor-
porated in 1978, is ludicrous because
the government has to follow the Con-
stitution as it exists at any present time
and not in the past. But then the RSS-
tutored BJP Government is also telling
us that it will not accept the invention of
airplane in present times but only the
"Udankhatola” thousands of years
back-but perversely it would at the
same time ridicule the suggestion that
by the same logic Persia and the Ar-
abs must have invented aeroplane be-
cause of the mention of the Flying Per-
sian Carpet hundreds of years ago.
Another strained argument is that
the word Socialism was not in the
original Preamble. As | said, it is re-
corded that at the time of framing the
Constitution, it was clearly understood
that in India we were setting up a So-
cialist State. This was brought out spe-
cifically by Dr Ambedkar in reply to
Professor K.T. Shah who wanted 'So-
cialism’ to be incorporated in the Con-
stitution at the drafting stage. Dr
Ambedkar, while refusing to do so for
technical reasans, explained “that so-
cialism as such was aiready included
in the Directive Principles”. He ex-
plained thus: “What | would like to ask
Prof Shah is this: ‘If these Directive
Principles to which | have drawn atten-

* The author, a retired Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court, was the Chairperson of the Prime
Minister's high-level Committee on the Status of Muslims and the UN Special Rapporteur on
Housing. A former President of the people's Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL), he is a tireless

champion of human rights.
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tions are .not socialistic in their direc-
tion and in their content, | fail 1o under-
stand what more socialism can be.”

As for the equally fatuous argument
of the effect of incorporating Socialism
in the Preamble in 1976 the Supreme
Court pointed to the faliacy, as far back
as 1983, thus: “Though the word ‘so-
cialism’ was introduced into the Pre-
amble by a late amendment of the
Constitution that socialism has always
been the goal is evident from Directive
principles of State Pclicy. The amend-
ment was only to emphasise the ur-
gency.”

May | also remind the Prime Minis-
ter and his colleagues that as per Ar-
ticle 75 (4) of the Constitution of india
they took oath before entering upon
their offices which reguires them to
swear in the name of God that they will
bear true faith and aliegiance o the
Constitution of India as by law estab-
lished. The oath covers the Preamble
to the Constitution as existing at the
time of taking cath and not to the origi-
nal Preamble or Ccenstitution as
framed in 1950. Anyone suggesting to
the contrary would be taking the ludi-
crous stand that the oath would not
oblige the Ministers to follow the man-
date of over 100 amendments to Con-
stitution since the original Constitution
of 1950. President Cbama would have
been horrified by this interpretation of
the Union Ministers because if would
mean the negation of the 14th Amend-
ment to the US Constitution brought in
almost a hundred years after the
original Constitution (from which we
have incorporated Article 14 of our
Constitution, and which is the sheet-

anchor of equality and non-discrimina-
tion for any citizen). If that was the in-
terpretation Obama could never have
been the President because the origi-
nal US Constitution did not have the
14th Amendment which was one of the
biggest weapons for ending racial dis-
crimination in the USA.

The BJP leaders are speaking in
contradictory terms. While Venkaia
Naidu says that the governmen is for
Secularism in the Preamble, his col-
league and a lawyer, Ravi Shankar
Prasad, says the government wants to
delete it. There can be no hedging on
Secularism. In point of fact to even tak
of deleting the word 'Secularism’ from
the Preamble would not only be sedi-
tion but also an impossibie exercise.
This is because the Supreme Court in
Bommal's case (1974) has categori-
cally heid that “Secularism is a part of
the Basic Structure of the Constitution
and the Preambile is a part of the provi-
sions of the Constitution.”

In thé Keshvanand Bharti case
(1973) the Supreme Court has also
held that the power ot amend (Article
368 of the Constitution} does not en-
able Parliament to alter the basic
structure of the framework of the Con-
stitution. Thus Secularism, being a part
of the basic structure of the Constitu-
tion, is non-amendable. In point of fact
and the law Secularism, being the ba-
sic structure of the Constitution, must
be held to have been incorporated au-
tomatically in the Preamble to the Con-
stitution right from the beginning in
1950.

No Mr Prime Minister, mere denial
and that too contradictory is not



GANDHINEWS

enough. A covert atiempt to undermine
the force and strength of the Preamble
cannot wash away the fears in the
country and especially amongst the
mincrities. A fuli-throated public repu-
diation in "a Man ke Baat" and TV
spread by the Prime Minister that his
government unequivecally and without
any hesitation believes in and assuring
the public that it will uphotd and carry
out the mandate of Secularism in the
present existing Preamble of the Con-
stitution of India is urgently required.

Any wavering or inaction by the Prime
Minister on this course either on ac-
count of his false sense of prestige or
stubbornness would only divide the
country into mutual suspicion and thus
damage the progress of the nation.
The public statements of the Shiv
Sena, the ally of the BJP, reflects the
danger of silence on the part of Prime
Minister Modi. He must therefore speak
out immediately because to spezk is a
moral duty and to keep silent a sin and
thus unforgivable.

Senile Statement on Gandhi

Rajindar Sachar, Former President of People’s Union for Civil Liberties
has Issued the following Statement :

The outrageous, senite statement on blog by Justice Katju calling Gandhiji “an
British Agent who did great harm to India” being the raving of out of office frus-
trated individual deserves to be rejected with the contempt it deserves. By this
statement Katju has qualified himself to be the fittest successor to Mohan
Bhagwat, RSS Chief. Had Churchill been alive he would have embraced Katju
and included him the senior most position in his cabinet of 1940.
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A Tribute To Late Narayan Desai

Jahar Sen

The grand Gandhian patriarch expired
on 15 March 2015,

Late Narayan Desai was bornin a vil-
lage called Valsad situated in Gujrat on
24 December 1924. Mahadev Desai, his
father, was an intimate and devoted sec-
retary to Mahatma Gandhi. Narayan
Desai passed the first twenty years of
his life in Sabarmati and Sevagram. He
did not have any formal education. He
derived the essential values of learning
‘through his close assoctation with the
Gandhian movements.

In 1947 Narayan Desai established
Nayee Talim Vidyalaya in South Gujrat for
the tribal children. In 1954 he joined the
Bhoodan movement led by Vinoba
Bhave. In course of the Bhoodan Move-
ment, which was termed as "Sarvodaya
Yatra", he covered the distance of Twelve
thousand kilometres and distributed three
thousand acres of fand to landless poor
people. He was the secretary of Indian
Santi Sena for nearly sixteen years.
Jayaprakash Narayan was the President
of this organisation. This organisation
took active part in establishing peace in
the rioi-torn areas of the country. He was
a member of the council of the War Re-
sistors International, an anti war interna-
tional organisation, for nearly twelve
years. He was a Vice-President of this
organisation for three years and also
Pesident for three years. As Vice-Presi-
dent he travelled many countries of the

worid, In 1982 he established Institute for
Total Revolution. In 1955, he was elected
President of the Sarva Seva Sangh,
which is the most authentic organisation
in the field of Gandhian studies. His
daughter Sanghamitra Desai and son-in-
law Sourindra Gadekar, a nuclear scien-
tist, regularly publish a journal entitled
‘Anumukii’ which is dedicated to the
cause of anti-war movements. Narayan
Desal is the author of nearly thirty books
written in Gujrati, Hindi and English lan-
guages. One of his books have been
translated in bengali with the Title ‘Bapuke
Kachhe Theke' by Bhowani Prasad
Chattopadhyay and published by Gandhi
Memorial Committee, West Bengal in
1996.

On 5 November 1986 | met Narayan
Desai at Surat General Hospital. He was
admitted there as a patient of suspected
cancer in the bone of his leg. | met him
there to discuss some issues relating to
my studies on little Gandhi. | was highly
impressed by his clarity of thought and
force of conviction,

Cesaiji initiated the discussion with
special reference to the role of Shri
Charu Choudhury, a real little Gandhi re-
siding in Bangladesh. Chaudhury himseff
worked with Bino Bhave. In Bangladesh
Sm. Jhama Dhar Chaudhury was a close
associate of Charu Choudhury in imple-
menting Gandhian programme of con-
structive work.

* Renowned Historian, formerly Head of Dept, Dept. of Modern History, University of Calcutta.
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Should the Gandhian workers involve

themselves actively in the politics of the
country? This is the first question that |
put to him. He answered, ‘We are very
much in politics, politics not in the sense
of rajniti, but in the sense of lokaniti. We
are interested in the change of mind of
the people, not in the change of govern-
ments. Jayaprakash Narayan has re-
minded us that New Delhi is not the main-
stream. The mainstream is the villages.
The Lokaniti potitics of the people will be
able to achieve the desired goal. The
average people of India is not corrupt.
They are very good at heart. They hate
corruption. Only leaders are corrupt.

Gandhi himself was a transcenden-
talist like Emerson and Thoreau. He be-
lieved in the awakening of the individual.
He was not an utilitarian. To him success
and failure are immaterial. The Gandhian
institutions are utilitarian. They are judged
in terms of success and failure. How this
dichotomy can be reconciled? This was
my second submission.

Desaiji replied that the purpose of a
Satyagrahi is not to win, but o win over.
He knows no failure. He knows only suc-
cess. He is an astik, a believerin God. A
believer in God is never a pessimist. He

lives not in hope, but in faith. Gandhiji
lived in faith. Faith is indestructible.

When Gandhiji spoke, intuitably, But
Binoba Bhave was an acharya. He spoke
in scholarly terms. Vinobaji said that
Gandhian movements are not result ori-
ented. These should be judged by the
spirit of the movement itself or by that of
the people involved in it.

“Turning to the Gandhian institutions,
it may be said that they failed to make a
distinction between what is tatwa and
what is tantra, between what is essen-
tial and what is incidental. He added, "I
would go to the length of holding the view
that Khadi is incidental and not essen-
tial. It may be important in India, but not
in Siberia. Similarly, movement for eradi-
cation of untouchability is incidental, not
essential. It was there, Now it has been
abolished by legislation. Non-Violence
and Truth are essential. The essentials
are timeless.”

"Finally, | sought his instruction for
those who are engaged in Gandhian stud-
ies. He reminded, “We must not lose one
thing from our sight: The essence of In-
dian civilization. Gandchi is a product of
indian civilization.”
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League is un-islamic and | have not
hesitated to call it sinful. Islam stands
for the unity and brotherhood of man-
kind, not for disrupting the oneness of
the human family. Therefore, those
who want {o divide india into possibly
warring groups are enemies alike of in-
dia and Islam. They may cut me to
pieces but they cannot make me sub-
scribe to something which | cons:der o
be wrong.
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South Africa - Making Of Gandhian Way
Dr. Debabrata Das

{i) Gandhi in South Africa (1893-1914)

After a short legal practice in India,
without much success, Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi went to South Af-
rica to prepare and conduct the case of
an Indian Muslim merchant there.
M.K.Gandht toited for months to collect
all relevant facts, study law, and even
book keeping, and by sheer devotion to
truth he gained more knowledge about
the case than even the two fighting busi-
nessmen themselves had, and he be-
came master of the situation. He per-
suaded the parties to compromise the
case and live in peace rather than ruin
themselves by litigation. During the sub-
sequent years - about twenty - he always
followed the same principles in practice
and, while his reputation and income as
an honest tawyer increased, he es-
poused the cause of truth and
righteouness and often made legal fights
end in love. He saved both his soul and
those of the litigants, and won the esteem
of all.

While travelling by a train to Pretoria,
Gandhi experienced his first taste racial
discrimination, inspite of carrying first
class ticket, he was indiscriminately
thrown out of the train by the authorities
on the instigation of a whité man,
Gandhiji's reaction was that of David con-
fronting the Goliath of racial discrimina-
tion.

Instead of fleeing from the scene,

Gandhiji stayed back - for 21 years to fight
for rights of the Indians in South Africa.
By May 1894, he had organized the Na-
tal indian Congress. tn 1896, he returned
10 india and enlisted support from some
prominent Indian leaders. He then re-
turned to South Africa with 800 free Indi-
ans. Their arrival was met with resis-
tance and an inflamed mob attacked
Gandhiji physically. Gandhiji exercised
“self-restraint”. His philosophy of winning
the detractors with the peaceful restraint
had begun. It yielded fruit. Under pres-
sure from the British Government the
attempt to disfranchise Indians in South
Africa was abondoned. |

With the outbreak of the Boer War in
1899, Gandhiji enlisted 1100 Indians and
organized the Indian Ambulance Corps
for the British. Inspite of the Indian sup-
port, the Transvaal Asiatic Department
continued its anti-Indian regulations.
Gandhiji chose to support the British as
he felt, “The authorities may not always
be right but as long as the subjects owe
allegience to the state, it is their clear duty
(o acord their support.”

Gandhiji became the recognised
leader of South Africa’s Indian Commu-
nity. By 1901, he returned to India with
his family. He travelled extensively in'ln-
dia and even opened a law office in the
then Bombay (at present, Mumbai ). How-
ever, South African Indians refused to part
with their crusader of justice. Gandhi had

* A Research scholar on oriental study, Dr. Das has authored several books in Englisk and

Bengali, latest book 'Devdasi Prasange'.
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to return to South Africa on the request
of the Indian community of South Africa,
in 1902,

By 1903, Gandhiji had begun to lead
a life of considerable discipline and self-
restraint. He changed his dietary habits.
He was his own doctor. He embraced the
Gita and he was confronting untouchabil-
ity. By 1906, after undergoing many trails
and tribulations of self-abnegation and
eventually brahmacharya (celibacy), he
-had became invincible to face the South
African Government. Except God,
Gandhiji feared nathing.

{ii} Origin of Gandhian Philosophy

In South Africa, Gandhi came into
closer contact with many good Chris-
tians, Quakers and others. He was influ-
enced also by some good Muslims and
studied Islam. The theosophists, too, at-
tracted him and helped him study more
of Hinduism - works on the Gita, Vedanta,
Yoga, Jainism and the bocks of Swami
Vivekananda. Raichand Bhai, a sainily
Indian merchant, made a deep impres-
sion on Gandhi by his ideal Hindu life.
Gandhi also studied the new interpreta-
tion of Christianity by Tolstoy and Ruskin,
and its application by them in individual
and social fife. Referring to these influ-
ences in his “Autobiography”, Gandhi
says -

“Three moderns have left a deep im-
pression on my life and captivated me :
Raichand Bhai by his fiving contact ;
Tolstoy by his book, ‘The Kingdom of God
is Within You’; and Ruskin by his ‘Unto
This Last’.” {P 114).

It should be noted that Tolstoy’s spiri-
tual interpretation of Christianity, the pres-
ence of God within, brought Christianity
near to the Vedantic idea of man; his em-
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phasis on the Sermon on the Mount and
the conguering of hatred by love and evil
by non-resistance seemed to Gandhi to
be in exact conformity with Buddhist and
Jaina teachings about Ahimsa put into
social practice, Tolstoy’s book contained
long letters and accounts of the practi-
cal application of the principle of non-re-
sistance by Quakers and others in
America who strengthened Tolstoy's con-
victions. Gandhi was thus influenced by
these American Chyristians too, indirectly
through Tolstoy. But Gandhi was more
directly influenced by the American moral
reformer and writer Henry David
Thoreau, a friend of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, was himself influenced a good
deal, like the latter, by the Bhagavad Gita
and the Upanisads.

From Ruskin’s book Gandhi {earned
the dignity of manual labor, the idea that
the good of the individual is contained in
the goed of all and that each can and
should serve society by his own labor
and profession in the field of his choice.

But all these lessons went side by side
with a life of earnest practice into which
by circumstances and mere learnings
Gandhi came to be drawn. South Africa
abounded in color prejudices , and even
Gandhi, inspite of his British education,
European dress and professional stand-
ing, was often subjected to all kinds of
humiliation against which he revolted and
protested only to provoke more insult and
sometimes physical assult. Discrimina-
tive legislation alsc was proposed by the
British rulers to debar Indians from rights
of citizenship and other privileges in Na-
tal and Transvaal. These circumstances
offered to Gandhiji the oppertunities for
applying the principles of conquering evil
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by love. He adopted passive or civil re-
sistance by disobeying immoral laws,
courting assault, imprisonment, and all
kinds of suffering without retaliation or
mental hatred and anger. He hoped that
even the hardhearted ruters would uiti-
mately be moved to pity and would real-
ize their mistakes and rectify the wrongs.
Gandhi was particularly hopeful about his
method, for he had then the deep-rooted
belief in the inner goodness of the British
people which he thought could be
aroused by moral appeal - by showing in
an effective manner the genuineness of
the grievances and the righteousness of
the cause. And this method of nonvio-
lent-fight ultimately succeeded.

But behind the success lay Gandhi's
long personal preparation and training of
the fellow-workers by his own life of sac-
rifice and firmness in the cause of truth
and rightecusness. He found that if he
were to serve the society wholeheartedly
and train the workers, he must give up
his greed for money, hankering for plea-
sures and lead a life of utter simplicity
and self-controi and teach others by his
own example of the possibility of such a
life. This led him to all kinds of disciplines
and experiments. He founded a rural farm
and attracted like-minded people of dif-
ferent nationalities, white and non-white,
to form a joint community based on the
principle of plain living and high thinking.
It was a big international family with a
common kitchen, common ownership
and run by the labor of each according
to his or her capacity. In these long ex-
periments in South Africa, Gandhi worked
in ali conceivable and inconceivable ca-
pacities scarcely tc be found in any one
iife before him. He worked as a school
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master, an accountant, an editor, a gar-
dener, a barbor, a tailor, a shoemaker, a
compounder, a nurse, a midwife, a
naturopathic physician and what not.
Several times while the British Govern-
ment was involved in war he used his
influence among Indians also to raise an
ambulance corps, and let it himself to
pick up the wounded and nurse them. Ev-
erywhere he passionately tried for per-
fection - both of the work and of himself.
And selfless work widened his heart,
deepened his convictions, increased the
number of his folioweres and supporters,
and ultimately his silent self - denial won
the admiration of people all over the world
who began to see that the high ideals of
religion and morality were applicable
even in political life.

However, Mrs. Millie Graham Polok, in
her book, “Gandhi - The Man” cited some
examples of Gandhian way of life. She
noticed that Gandhi always did choose
the toughest path to solve any problem.
Gandhi told ner that every person should
avoid the comfort for doing any duty. And
one should prepare oneself for perform-
ing one’s duty among the toughest situ-
ation and condition.

When Mrs. Polok had a problem of
insomnia, Gandhi nursed her haby with
the affection of a mother, so that Mrs.
Polok tried to sleep.

Gandhi gave up to eat onion and to
drink cow-milk, because according to
Gandhi thses are responsible for sex-
hunger. But, here, at this point Dhirendra
Mohan Dutta differed with Mrs. Polok. In
his book, “The Philesophy of Mahatma
Gandhi”, Dutta wrote - “Shocked at the
cruelty practised by some miikmen who
tried to milk the iast drop from cow and
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buffaloes, Gandhi had taken a vow of not
drinkng milk”. {(Page 20, foot-note).

Dhirendra Mohan Dutta, further,
wrote - © when he was about to die
of dysentry and no doctor could make
him give up his self-chosen dietary
restrictiions, it was she (Mrs. Kasturba
gandhi) who persuaded him even to
break a vow and to take goat's milk which
pulled him through. As his American bi-
ographer, Louis Fischer notes :- “Gandhi
feared neither man nor government, nei-
ther prison nor poverty nor death. Buthe
did fear his wife". It was again an example
of the conquering power of self-effacing
love.” (Page 20)

In fact, Gandhi was very much influ-
enced by Mrs. Gandhi. He, himself, ad-
mitted that to Mrs, Millie Graham Poiok.
Gandhi took the example of Mrs. Gandhi
in his “asahayog satyagraha”. When
Mrs. Gandhi was determined to reject any
work or not to do any particular work, she
was firm to her opinion - using her
*asahayog” to Gandhi. Following the in-
stance of Mrs. Kasturba Gandhi,
M.K.Gandhi formulated the basic prin-
ciple of his “asahayog satyagraha”.

(iii) Satyagraha and South Africa

In the “Preface” of his book,
“Satyagraha in South Africa”, M.K.Gandhi
starts :- “The Satyagraha struggle of the
Indians in Squth Africa lasted eight years.
The term Satyagraha was invented and
employed.in connection therewith. [ had
long entertained a desire to write a his-
tory of that struggle myself. Somethings

“only | could write . Only the general who
conducts a campaign can know the ob-
jective of each particular move.-----"
(Page Xl)

The name "passive resistance” which

......
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Gandhi adopted for his method was fi-
nally named by him “Satyagraha”. This
word was coined by him out of two San-
skrit words, “Satya” (truth, right) and
“Agraha” (firmness, determination). This
change was thought necessary because
“passive resistance” was found to be too
narrowly construed as a weapon of the
weak and it could admit of inner hatred
that could ultimately even lead to vio-
lence. “Satyagraha”, on the other hand,
directly suggested that the method was
one of strong determination to stick to
what was true and right at all costs and
sacrifice. And as love, according to
Gandhi, was the means of realizing truth,
Satyagraha also carried for him the im-
plication of the method of love. While
“passive resistance” suggested some-
thing negative; “Satyagraha” suggested
the “the active principle of love.” Consis-
tent with the basic principle, “Satyagraha”
can assume various forms according to
different situations, such as: civil discbe-
dience, thatis, disobeying some bad law,
non-payment unjustifiable taxes, rents,
etc; non-cooperation or withdrawal of all
help and service from the unjust aggres-
sor; closing down of all business as a
mark of protest and disapproval; hunger
strike or restoring to hunger to rouse
good sense; and soon. Gandhi (and his
followers) used all of these methods at
different times to redress different kinds
of wrongs.

Influenced by John Ruskin's preach-
ing of rustic life, Gandhiji organised Phoe-
nix Farm near Durban. Here he trained
disciplined cadres on non-violent
Satyagraha (peaceful self-restraint), in-
volving peaceful violation of certain laws,
mass courtingof arrests, occasional
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hartal, (suspension of all economic ac-
tivity for a particular time), spectacutar
marches and nurtured an indominatable
spirit which would fight repression with-
out fear.

In September 1906, Gandhi crganized
the first Satyagraha Campaign in protest
against the proposed Asiatic ordinance
directed against Indian immigrants in
Transvaal.

fn June 1807, Gandhi organized the
second Satyagraha against compulsory
registration of Asiatics (The Black Act).

in 1808, Gandhi had to stand trial for
instigating the Satyagraha. He was sen-
tenced to two months in jail (the first time),
however after a compromise with Gen-
eral Smuts he was released. Out of jail
he was atlacked for compromising with
General Smuts. Unfortunately, Smuts
broke the agreement and Gandhiji had
io relaunch his Satyagraha.

In 1809, Gandhi was sentenced to
three months imprisonment in Volkshurst
and Pretoria jails. After being released,
he sailed for England to enlist support for
the Indian community.

in 1913, Gandhi helped campaign
against nuilification of marriages not cel-
ebrated according to Christian rights.
Gandhi aiso launched his third
Satyagraha Campaign by leading 2000
Indian miners across ihe Transvaal bor-
der. By December, he was released un-
conditionally in hope of a compromise.

Gandhiji's ahimsa (non-violence) had
triumphed. Victory came to Gandhiji not
when Smuts had no more strength to

fight him bui when he had no more heart
to fight him. Much later General Smuts
declared that men like Mahatma Gandhi
redeem us from a sense of common
place and futility and are an inspiration to
us not to weary in well doing. :

To conclude, | think it wiil be the best
and proper to quote M. K. Gandhi him-
self, In the “Conclusion” of his book,
“Satyagraha in South Africa”, Gandhi
said:- “Thus the great Satyagraha
Struggle closed after eight years, and it
appeared that the Indians in South Africa
were now at peace. On July 18, 1914, |
sailed for England to meet Gokhale, on
my way back 1o India, with mixed feel-
ings of pleasure and regret- pleasure
because | was returning home after many
years and eagerly looked forward to
serving the country under Gokhale’s
guidance, regret because it was a great
wrench for me to leave South Africa,
where | had passed twenty-one years of
my life sharing to the full in the sweets
and bitters of human experience, and
where | had realized my vocation in life.”
(page 338)

Sources :

1. An Autobiography or The Story of My Ex-
periments with Truth, M.K. Gandhi; Navajivan
Trust, 1927

2. Satyagraha in South Africa, M.K.Gandhi;

Navajivan Trust, 1928

d

3. Gandhi - The Man, Mrs. Millie Graham
Polok ; George Allen & Unwin, London, 1931

4. The Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi,
Dhirendra Mohan Datta; University of Calcutta,
1968. '
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Generations to come, it may be, will scarce believe that such a one as
this ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth. - Albert Einstein

Situated near Dhobighat, on the bank of the Ganges. Only Museum in Bengal
on Gandhi and his life.

800 Photographs, 11 original letters of Gandhi, 28,000 Photocopy, Gandhi’s
life on Mural, Historical Photographs on freedom movement, oil painting pictures
of freedom fighters, original materials used by Gandhi. Open during 11A.M. to
5 P.M. Wednesday closed.

Gandhi Museum

Riverside Road
Barrackpore
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